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Dear 8 IR. 


HE relation in which you have ſtood to 

me, both in the academy and the church, 

would not permit me to refuſe complying with 
vour requeſt, to take that part of the ſolemn 
ſervices of this day, which is uſually called 
Giving the Charge; though it is a ſervice to 
which I have not been accuſtomed, and upon 
which I enter with diffidence. I hope, there- 
fore, Sir, that you, and this audience will 
make very candid allowance for every imperfec- 
tion which may attend the performance. I pre- 
tend, Sir, to no authority to dictate, or pre- 
ſcribe to you: that was not my practice when 
vou was a pupil, and would be more unbe- 
coming now you are entered into the number 
of chriſtian paſtors, who are all brethren, and 
as ſuch on a level with each other; for our 
common Lord has no where, that I can find, 
given any one a pre-eminence above the reſt. 
I preſume, Sir, to do no more than offer you 
a little advice, gathered from Scripture and my 
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. a ARGE. 
own experience and reflection, which it ap- 
pears to me will be conducive to the uſeful ex- 
erciſe of your office; but it's propriety and 
weight I ſubmit to your own judgment at pre- 
ſent, and to your future experience. Nor would 
I be underſtood to deſign, thus publickly to 
hold up my own example for you to copy, 
while I deſcribe the qualifications and duties of 
a miniſter of Chriſt. I mean, Sir, only to ſug- 
geſt to you, what I am really perſuaded would, 
as far as practiſed, prove, by the divine bleſſing, 
a means of rendering all of us, who are em- 
ployed in the ſacred miniſtry, more uſeful and 
comfortable, in the diſcharge of the important 
duties of our office: and therefore what I ad- 
| dreſs to you, I would equally charge upon my 
own heart—The lectures you have had in the 
academy on preaching and the. paſtoral care, 
make it leſs neceſſary for me to enter into a 
great number of particulars at preſent. I ſhall, 
therefore, Sir, do little more than take the ad- 
vantage of the ſolemn appearance of this aſſem- 
bly, and the ſolemn buſineſs of this day, in 
which you have publickly devoted yourſelf to 
the chriſtian miniſtry, and the ſervice of ſouls, 
to call: up to your remembrance, and impreſs 
more deeply upon your mind and heart, a few 
hints of the moſt important qualifications for 
the miniſtry, which I make no doubt you have 
already often conſidered, and will frequently 
revolve and meditate upon for the future. 1 
chuſe to ground what I have to ſay on the ex- 
| hortation St, Paul gives to Timothy in the firſt 
Epiſtle, 
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Epiſtle, ch. iv. 16. former clauſe, © Tar 
© HEED'TOTHYSELF.” The whole paſſage runs, 
« Take heed to thyſelf, and to thy doctrine; 
& continue in them: for in doing this, thou 
4 ſhalt both fave thyſelf, and them that hear 
«* thee.” As ſeveral particular directions pre- 

cede in verſes Iith, and following, I look 
upon the verſe juſt read to be a ſort of recapi- 
tulation of the reſt, and the words in them to 
refer to the directions foregoing, particularly 
thoſe in the 13th verſe, Till 1 come, give 
cc attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 


* doatine,” The word doctrine (Add, é) 


does not merely ſignify the matter taught, but 
alſo the — of teaching (ſo Doddridge in 


locum) or, more properly, the act of teaching, 
1. e. the exerciſe of the office of the Aidxouuno; 


or teacher, the common name of a chriſtian 


paſtor, or Miniſter, who is fo calied from the 


principal part of his office. We might, there- 
fore, conſider it as including the whole exerciſe 


of the miniſtry, this part of the exhortation to 


Timothy being like that which our apoſtle gives 
Archippus in Coloſſ. iv. 17. Take heed to 
the miniſtry, which thou haſt received in the 
«. Lord, that thou fulfilit #.” Upon the whole, 

then, the exhortation is to fake heed +, to be 
_ attentive, and careful, both about himfelf, and 
the exerciſe of his miniſtry, and to perſevere 


therein. We are not to live and act at random; 


# Bene, T1 Jeb X, T, X. 
+ As the greek word Exsxs, Be which fome M. SS. 
read pere, is s properly enough rendered, 


it 


|] eonanot 


it requires conſideration, -caution-and care, to be- 
have like chriſtians, and much more to diſcharge 


the important duties of the chriſtian miniſtry, | 


Give me leave, then, Sir, to remind you, that 
- -a miniſter ſhould take heed to himſelf, ſhould be 
attentive and careful about his .temper, con- 
duct, and character in general, as to morals, 
religion, prudence, and learning, or acquired 
furniture for the miniſtry, 

I. Let him take heed to his morals. This, 
Sir, is the firſt and moſt neceſſary thing of all. 
An immoral chriſtian is a contradiction in 


terms; but the contradiction is the moſt gla- 


ring in a chriſtian miniſter : let him preach like 
an angel from heaven, it will be to no purpoſe, 
if he is notoriouſly vicious in his life. The lan- 
guage of his example will ſet aſide that of his 
doctrine. If they who are to be the lights of 
the world, are darkneſs, how great that dark- 
neſs! If they who are to be the ſalt of the 
earth, to ſeaſon the minds of others, and pre- 
ſerve them from corruption, loſe their ſavour, 
and become corrupt themſelves, they are fit 
for nothing but to be trodden under foot, and 
treated with the utmoſt contempt. No aſſu- 
med character can give a ſanctity, nor ſhould 
ſerve for a ſkreen, to a wicked man. Your 
age, Sir, makes it neceſſary for you always to 
bear in mind the apoſtle's exhortation to 77 
moarthy (2 Ep. ii. 22.) to “ flee youthful luſts, 

to be upon your guard againſt every temptation 
to paſſion, impurity, or intemperance. And 


not only guard WG theſe! vices themſelves, but 
avoid 
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avoid a fondneſs for - feaſts, entertainments, 


and diverſions, where there is danger of 
coming too near the bounds of ſobriety and de- 
cency, if you do not zranſgreſs them: ſuch a 
conduct will leſſen your character, though it 
may not deſtroy it. But I need not enlarge 
here, as I may venture to aſſert, that there is 
ſcarce any body of men in the world, equally 
numerous, with the regulacly-educated diſſent- 
ing miniſters, that are more, or even equally, 
free from ſenſual vices. The looſe, lewd, 
drunken, debauched miniſter will be at a loſs 


'to find ſupport and countenance, among the 


| Proteſtant diſſenters. 

But there are vices of another kind of which 
we may be more in danger, and which meet 
with more quarter from good people; becauſe 
they are not ſo openly marked, and certainly 
known as the former; though equally un- 
worthy of our character: and theſe are the 


"vices of the mind; the meaner, more dark- 


- complexioned vices; ſuch as malevolence, and 
uncharitableneſs, ſlandering, falſehood, hy- 
pocriſy, avarice, and craft. A very celebrated 
modern * ſceptic, has charged the chriſtian 


miniſtry, with having a natural tendency to 


promote theſe vices in miniſters. But granting, 
that the intereſted conduct of many who have 
born the name of chriſtian miniſters, has juſtly 
given ſcandal to the world, and that the zbeologo- 
rum odia have been proverbial; and granting that 
there are accidental circumſtances attending our 


# Mr. David Hume in his eflay on national characters. 
education, 


——U— : ðV ꝗ os regen E4„«hy 2 —— 


g A CHARGE. 


education, or ſituation, which may have fome 
tendency this way; Jet us by our example con- 
fute the calumny, that ſuch is the natural, nece/- 
ſary tendency of our office; which, on the con- 
trary, is, indeed, one of the moſt benevolent, 
generous, and god- like, that a creature can be 
employed in: and let us be the more careful to 
cheriſh the oppoſite virtues, which both the 
genius of chriſtianity, and the nature of our of- 
fice eſpecially requite of us. In the New Te- 
ſtament, even the devil, the worſt of all 
Beings, receives that name 2 from ſlander or 
calumny, and falſehood 2 4 every kind, ma- 
lice and covetouſneſs are every where expreſsly 
condemned ; truth and love, charity and ge- 
nerolity every where recommended: and indeed 
the whole ſcheme of the Goſpel 1 is founded on 
divine truth and love. 
Methinks, Sir, there is nothing I am more 
ſolicitous you ſhould cheriſh, than that Incoctum 
generofo pettus honeſto ||, which may ſet you ha- 


bitually above every thing that is mean and baſe; 


ſince by ſuch things both the miniſtry and religion 
have been brought into great contempt, with 


ſome pe ſons of polite education, and generous 


tempers; who have been too ready to draw haſty, 


raſh concluſions, or to admit ſuch miſrepreſen- 


tations of ſceptical writers as J have referred to. 
Let us be continually revolving the perfect 


example of our divine Maſter, and his unparal- 
leled benevolence ; and the amiable, though leſs | 
perfect pattern of our apoſtle, whoſe genuine 


+ Al. | Perſe Sat. 2. 2 
1 humility 
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humility was remote from meanneſs, and whoſe 
diſintereſted zeal, gencroſity, and magnani- 
mity knew no bounds. With him, let us 
utterly © renounce the hidden things of diſho- 
« neſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor hand- 
« ling the word of God deceitfully, but by the 
© manifeſtation of the truth, commending our- 
4 ſelves to every man's cor ſcience in the fight 
« of God; not as many, who corrupt” or 
adulterate the word of God: but as of fin- 


e cerity, but as of God, in the fight of God 


« let us ſpeak in Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 2. and ii. 17. 


Let us attend to his animated exhortation to 


Timothy, in the cloſe of this epiſtle, But thou, 
„WO man of God, flee theſe things,” viz. © the 
% love of money, that root of all evil,” and a 
concern to be rich; © and follow after righte- 


<<. ouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience, 


« meekneſs.” | 
Tis a divine aphoriſm of our celebrated poet, 


An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of God Il, 


Will you bear with me, therefore, Sir, if, with 
great plainneſs, I entreat you, to labour always 
to maintain an unſhaken honeſty of heart, an 
inviolable integrity and honour. Let it govern 
your conduct in the common affairs of life; and 
then it will preſerve you not only from directly 
infringing the laws of civil fociety, but from 
taking any advantage of their defects to ſerve 
your own intereſis: and let it govern your con- 
duct as a miniſter. Then you will not aim, under 

Pope. 
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the ſanction of that character, and with the ad- 
vantages it may afford, to thruſt yourſelf into peo- 
ple's wills, to the prejudice of their near 1 
You will not be guilty of ſervilely worſhipping the 
rich ; of flattering their vices or weakneſs, their 
pride or ill humour, to ſecure their favour. You 
will not ſtoop to any little arts to leſſen the repu- 
tation, or the congregations of your brethren, in 
order to increaſe your own. You will not be- 
tray the truths of religion, or the honor of your 
divine Maſter, for fear of offending men. 
Though I admit, you are not to give needleſs 
offence ; ; and all truths are neither neceſſary nor 
fit to be ſpoken at all times ; nevertheleſs, Sir, 
you will keep at the utmoſt diſtance from the 
baſeneſs of ſuppreſſing, or quibbling with, doc- 
trinal or practical truths, which in your own 
conſcience you believe to be of importance, . 
merely becauſe they may diſguſt ſome of your 
hearers; for the very circumſtance of their 
diſreliſh for them may render it the more need- 
ful fer you ſometimes to inſiſt on them. Kee 
a good conſcience, and be above the fear of 
men, which brings many a ſnare. 

To touch briefly upon ſome other particulars 
under this head of morals. Do not give way to 
pride and haughtineſs, inſolence, auſterity, and 
moroſeneſs in domeſtic life, or towards the pooreſt 
of your flock : And ] hope you will guard againſt 
admitting into your breaſt that love of power, 
which might tempt you to uſurp upon the 
rights and religious liberties of your people, or 


thoſe. 
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thoſe of your brethren in the miniſtry. For 
my part, I know of no power we have as mi- 
niſters, but to do all the good we can. Do not 


injure the reputation of others, any more than 
their property; and ſhun falling in with the 
common, though diabolical practice of flander- 


ing and backbiting. 


But a miniſter's morals ſhould not conſiſt in 


mere negatives. He ſhould be an example of 
all the private and ſocial virtues that adorn the 


chriſtian name and character; of ſtrict inte- 


grity, veracity, and fidelity; of diſintereſted 


friendſhip, unaffected courteſy and condeſcen- 


ſion; of modeſty, and humility, purity and 
temperance; of diffuſive benevolence and cha- 


rity, and of amiable tenderneſs in every ſocial 
relation: in ſhort, Sir, take his character, in 
which the moral part, you will ſee, is chiefly 
infiſted on, from St. Paul, in this epiſtle, ch. 
itt. 2—7. and ch. iv. 12. and in that to Tus, 


ch. A biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the 


« huſband of one wife, i. e. J apprehend; 


- who has not been divorced from one wife, and 
married another, which was lawful, but diſ- 


reputable among both the Jews and Heathens 


of thoſe times; he mult be vigilant, ſober, 
cc of good behaviour,” or modeſt, © given to 


« hoſpitality, apt to teach ; not given to wine; 
% no ſtriker,” that is, not ready to quarrel, 
like men in liquor; © not greedy of filthy lu- 
« cre, but patient, not a brawler; not covetous; 
one that ruleth well his own houſe, having 
his children in ſubjection with all gravity: 


"D 2. * not 
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«© not a novice, leſt being lifted up with pride, 
c he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 

«©: Moreover he muſt have a good report of 
« them that are without, leſt he fall into re- 
« proach, and the ſnare of the devil.” The 
as fn in Titus is much the ſame ; 8640 biſhop 
« muſt be blameleſs, as the ſteward of God: 

<« not ſelf-willed, not ſoon angry, not given 
cc to wine, no ſtriker, not given to filthy lu- 
« cre; but a lover of hoſpitality, a lover of 
66 good men, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate; 
holding faſt the faithful word.” And the 
charge to Timothy in this chapter, A 


thou an example to the believers, in word, 


© jn converſation, or behaviour, in charity, in 


« ſpirit, in faith, in purity.” Such, Sir, 


ſhould be the exemplary morals of a chriſtian 
miniſter ; on which having dwelt ſo largely, I 
ſhall be more conciſe in treating of other par- 
ticulars: as for inſtance, 

II. Next to his morals, a miniſter ſhould 
take heed to his religicn. To be, like Barna- 
bas, a good man, is abſolutely neccflary to being 
a good miniſter ; though I will not fay it al- 
ways is ſo, to being an acceptable, popular 
preacher. A miniſter of religion without any 
religion, is ſo groſs a ſoleciſm, that, though 
ſome are chargeable with it, none are hardy 
enough to defend it. The point I am now 
upon may, perhaps, be thought to be included 
under the former head ; as morality and religion 
are looked upon by many to be equivalent : but 
I * they are * to be diſtinguiſhed; 

lince 
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fince religion ſignifies a ſuitable regard in our 
temper and conduct, to the great and bleſſed 
God; which is ſometimes totally wanting in 
perſons, who are not very defective in their 
morals; and, on the other hand, though reli- 
gion implies good morals, it is not always ac- 
companied with them, in thoſe that profeſs 
religion: and we are not to look upon every 
one as abſolutely an hypocrite in his pretences to 
religion, who is culpable in his morals; becauſe 
multitudes have wrong notions of religion, and 
embrace it as a ſalvo for their neglect of mo- 
ral duties; and ſo indeed are the worſe for their 
religion ; the worſe men, as the more zealons 
chriſtians. Wretched abuſe of heaven's beſt 
gift! fatal conſequence of the falſe: views in 
which religion is too often repreſented ! But I 
know, Sir, you have juſter notions of that re- 
ligion which came from heaven, to fit us for 
and raiſe us to heaven ; which lays its founda- 


ton in the filial fear and love of God, and faith 


in Chriſt; and purifies the heart; and brings 
forth the fruits of evangelical holineſs, and uni- 
verſal righteouſneſs ; which does not ſuperſede, 
but enforces the obligations of morality, and in- 
vigorates the practice of it ; which renders us 
better men, the better chriſtians we are. This, 
Sir, is the religion you will preach to others; 
and which it is highly neceſſary you ſhould ex- 
perience and practiſe yourſelf: I hope, and 
truſt you do: I have all the reafon to think 
vou do that a fellow-creature can have: but 
God alone knows the heart; and be expects 

| you 


"4 A CHARGE. 


| you to be really and exemplarily religious. For 
you are not placed in the church as an index, or 
Mercury, merely to point out to your people the 
way to heaven ; but you are as their ſhepherd 
to go before thee, and conduct them thither. 

It becomes you, therefore, to take heed to 
your religion, _ 

iſt, That it be real and frucere, The ap- 
pearance of it a diſſenting miniſter maſt have, 
or he can entertain no proſpect of acceptance or 
countenance in his office. And conſider, Sir, 
how difficult it will be for, him always to keep 
on a maſk, to appear conſtantly in diſguiſe, and 
avoid betraying himſelf in; ſome unguarded 
hour, and becoming juſtly expoſed to univerſal 
contempt. How irkſome and painful, to have 
his conſcience continually flying in his face, 
and charging him with a total negle& of that 
piety and devotion, which he is every ſabbath, 
at leaſt, recommending to others! Or, if he 
can, at length, acquire a conſcience ſeared 


enough to make himſelf eaſy here, while he is 


in the vigor of life and health, conſider, dear 
Sir, how gloomy will be his dying bed, and 
how dreadful his condemnation ... for 
having carried on a vile impoſture, and been 
guilty through life of the moſt ſolemn mock- 
ery of God and man! Conſider, alſo, how 
difficult it muſt be for a miniſter, who has not 
a real ſenſe of religion upon his heart, and a 
thorough experimental acquaintance with it, 
to perform the duties of his office with any life 
and * if with any propr ety |! How ſhould 

e 
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he be in earneſt in perſuading others © to be 
« reconciled to God,” who is not reconciled 
to God himſelf ? How ſhould he deſcribe the 
grace of God, in its ſalutary effects, who has 
not *© taſted that the Lord is gracious ?” How 
ſhould he diſplay the love of Chriſt, who has 
never felt its conſtraining influence? How ſhould 
he encourage his hearers to confide in the di- 
vine promiſes, who has never known their 
ſupporting influence ? How can he recommend 
thoſe holy precepts of chriſtianity, which he 
has never obcyed ? How can he deſcribe, with 
any propriety, thoſe pious diſpoſitions, thoſe 
exerciſes of inward heart-religion, thoſe line- 
aments of the divine image formed in the ſoul 
of which he knows nothing, unleſs at ſecond- 
band? How can he urge with becoming pathos, 
in his public preaching, the terrors, the hopes, 
the Joys of the world to come, the power of 
which he has never felt? And, what a cold, 

aukward, embarraſſed, uncomfortable figure 
muſt a miniſter, without ſentiments of real re- 
ligion make, when called to attend the beds of 
the ſick and dying? In ſhort, how can he adapt 
bis diſcourſes, with propriety and energy, to 
ſubjects to which his heart is a ſtranger, or, to 
which it is averſe? And, the reflection recurs, 
how wretched a lavery, to be obliged to be 
continually converſing with ſubjects, for which 
he not only has no taſte and reliſh, but which 
continually bear witneſs to his guilt, and make 
him live in a courſe of perpetual ſelf- condem- 
nation! Take heed, Sir, above all things, that 


1 « after 
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* after,preaching to others, you do not prove 
« 2 caſt-away,” or rejected of God yourſelf ; 


that you may not have reaſon to ſay, “ other 


* men's vineyards I have kept, but my own 


« vineyard I have not kept.“ 
But a miniſter, to be an honeſt man, which 


L have already ſuppoſed him, muſt be a man of 


real religion: 1 therefore add, further, 


2dly, Take heed to your religion, that it be 


eminent and exemplary. It is expected of mini- 


lers, that they ſhould excell in piety and good- 
nels: and though the world may expect too 
wuch from us, confidering we are but men, 
men of like paſſions and infirmities with others; 


yet, certainly, there is juſt reaſon to expect, 


that thoſe who teach others, ſhould themſelves : 


excel in what they teach ; that the leaders of an 
army ſhould have higher qualifications, more 
experience, practice, and reſolution, than may 
be neceſſary in every private man. So it is, 
certainly, with juſtice our people expect, that 
their miniſters, whoſe grand buſineſs is to in- 


culcate religion upon. them, ſhould be eminent 
for religion themlelves ; that their paſtors, and 


leaders, who are at the head of their congrega- 
tions, and whoſe office it is, to guide them in 
the way to heaven, ſhould ſet them a bright ex- 


ample of a heavenly converſation. It is, in 


ſhort, highly reaſonable, and it is alſo highly 


necefiary, if we would be reſpected and uſeful, 


that we ſhould not reſt contented with common 
attainments, but ſhould “ covet earneſtly the 


* beſt ** and graces, and endeavour to ex- 
cel 
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cel in faith and holineſs, and virtue; and be 
examples to believers, not only of a ſincere, 
ſolid, and rational, but, alſo, of an exalted, 
and fervent piety. 1 hall juſt add, 
zdly, Take heed, Sir, that you improve in 
religion: if you do not, you will ſoon find it 
ſadly decline. There is no medium here. If 
a ſenſe of religion does not habitually ſtrengthen 
and improve in the ſoul, it will gradually wea- 
ken and languiſh, and loſe almoſt all its power 
and influence upon the heart and life. I muſt 
freely tell you, Sir, that you had need to be 
very ſolicitous and greatly upon your guard in 
this reſpect; for your office, though it preſerves - 
you from many temptations, to which other 
ſtations of life are expoſed, has ſome peculiar 
to itſelf. A grand one is, that continually con- 
verſing with the things of religion, and reading 
pro and con, ex offici, renders them familiar to 
the mind; and is very apt to take off much of 
that reverence for them we had before, and to 
make them leſs impreſſive upon the heart than 
they were at firſt, If you have already found this 
by experience in ſome degree, you will ſee the 
neceſſity of guarding the more againſt it: to 
which purpole, Sir, I would recommend it to 
you, ſometimes to forget that you are a mini- 
ſter; or, however, always to remember that 
you are a Chriſtian, as well as a miniſter ; who 
have, yourſelf, a ſoul to ſave, which is in the 
ſame danger, and mult be ſaved in the ſame way, 
as the ſouls of thoſe to whom you preach ; and 
that conſequently you muſt take the utmoſt 
C care 
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care not to ſuffer the duties of your particular 
calling, as a miniſter, to make you remiſs in 
thoſe of your general calling, as a chriſtian. Be 
ſure to keep up a conſtant application to the 
throne of grace; be ſteady in the daily practice 
of ſerious, ſecret devotion. And, eſpecially, 
Sir, let your Lord s-day-evenings be always ſa- 
cred to religious retirement; in which you may 
enter cloſely into your own heart; read and me- 
ditate upon the Scriptures, and apply them to 
yourſelf, for reproof, correction, inſtruction, 
or comfort; and pour out your ſoul with free- 
dom and fervor to your heavenly Father, the 
Father of lights, and the God of all grace. 
And, inſtead of dwelling much, in your pri- 
vate meditations (any more than I could wiſh 
you to do in your public miniſtrations) upon the 
deep, difficult, controverſial parts of religion; 
be often revolving in your mind, and fixin 
yourſelf | more firmly in the belief of, the cer- 
tainty and importance of the plain, fundamen- 
tal principles, laws, and facts of natural and 
revealed religion. Be often thinking, Sir, of 
the univerſal preſence and providence of God; of 
his glorious power, and majeſty, and holineſs, 
and purity ; of the great work of redemption, 
and the wonderful love of Chriſt; of death and 
eternity; of heaven and hell; of the ſolemn 
appearance at the judgement- ſeat of Chr: t, and 
the righteous retribution; of the everlaſting 
happineſs of all good men, and the unfading 
crown that ſhall adorn every faithful miniſter. 
Keep t theſe W Sir, conſtantly in view, and 
they 
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they will make you ferious, and be greatly the 
means of your improving in perſonal religion. 
From which | paſs to ſpend a few words, 
III. On prudence, which, though ranked, 
in ethical ſyſtems, among the cardinal virtues, 


we uſually diſtinguiſh from religion and mora- 


lity ; and as thus diſtinguiſhed, prudence, Sir, 


implies behaving with decency and propriety ; 
| agrecably to our character and office; ſo as not 


to give offence, or to obſtruct our uſefulneſs and 
comfort. Prudence 1s of great importance in 
life; for the troubles of life proceed more from 
the thoughtleſsnels, indifcretion, and wrong- 


| headedneſs of men, than from direct malice 


and wickedneſs ; - and it is to none of more im- 


portance than to chriſtian miniſters, eſpecially 


diſſenting miniſters. The well-known maxim, 
« Nullum numen abeſt, fi fit prudentia * has 
indeed a tincture of heatheniſm, as well as 
poetic boldneſs; but the bleſſed Jeſus himſelf 
has required bis miniſters to be, not only 
% harmleſs as doves, but alſo, wiſe, or pru- 
& dent ( @povijucr) as ſerpents.“ 

You will reflect, Sir, how many a fine ge- 


nius has been quite loſt to the world, and to 
the church, for want of prudence; how many 
a worthy, well-meaning, able, and zealous 


miniſter, for want of the. has leſſened his cha- 
racter and uſefulneſs; ſet churches in flames; 
made his friends his foes ; and plunged him- 
ſelf 1 into ſeas of trouble, and forrow, and diffi- 


culty. You cannot but be convinced, Sir, of 


* Fuvenal, Sar, 10, | 
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the need of prudence. The way to acquire it 
is much eaſier to ſome tempers than to others: 
however, all may attain it in a conſiderable de- 
gree, by prayer to him who gives wiſdoin li- 
berally to them that aſk it, by confideration and 
experience: but the ground-work of prudence, 


Sir, muſt be laid in humility, meekneſs, and | 


patience, Do not think too highly of yourſelf, 
and too meanly of others. Do not let your own 
Importance be always in your view. Do not ar- 
rogate too much deference to your judgment, nor 
too much reſpect to your perſon, upon account of 
your office. Do not be captious, and quick to 
take offence at fancied, or, even real neglects. 
Never decide, refolve, nor a& haſtily, precipi- 
tately, and while your paſſions are moved, in 
affairs of any moment; but take time for cool 
deliberation; and be quick to retract, inſtead 
of eager to defend a miſtake. Do not be buſy 
in your people's temporal affairs ; nor officious 
in prying into their ſecrets; much leſs guilty of 
betraying them. Take care, Sir, not to fall 
into the miſchievous, though common practice 
of goſſiping; and be not ſevere upon the cha- 
tacters of others, ſince you will be ſure to have 
it returned with intereſt. In your dreſs, your 
common converſation and recreations, attend 
to what 1s expedient, and of good report, as 
well as what is awful: and do not affect to 
deſpiſe the prejudices of weak brethren ; for that 
is not the ſpirit of a chriſtian miniſter. Study 
good manners and affability, Sir, in your whole 
| behaviour ; but let them be tempered with gra- 
„„ 7 vity 
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vity and dignity. Be cheatful and good hu- 
moured, but not the fiddle of a company. Be 
not a recluſe, nor yet the too frequent viſitor; 


nor the man of leiſure, always ready to fill 
a place at table, or in a party of pleaſure; this, 


Sir, will let you down in the eſteem, even, of 


thoſe who ſeem fond of your company. But 
I proceed to add once more, | 


IVIthly, Attend, Sir, to your learning, or ac- 
quired furniture for the miniſtry. Good natural 


parts, genius, memory, voice, and the grace 


of God, which are all his gifts, are neceſſary 
and preſuppoſed to fiineſs for the miniſtry : But 
there is other furniture, alſo neceſſary, which 


is to be acquired by education and induſtry. 
Learning, though it cannot give either genius, 


or religion, can improve both: and, though it 


cannot of itſelf make a good miniſter, no man 
can be thoroughly furniſhed for the miniſtry 
without it. It would be an affront, Sir, both 
to you, and to this audience, for me to attempt 


a laboured proof of the importance of learning 
to a miniſter of the Goſpel. How prepoſterous 
would it have been judged by all, for a man to 


have appeared as a counſellor at law, while our 
laws were in Latin, who was ignorant of that 
language! And is it not as abſurd, for a man 
to take upon him to be a public expounder of the 
laws of God, who is ignorant of the languages 


in which they were written, and muſt wholly 
rely for the ſenſe of the ſacred code, not upon 
the words which the Holy Ghoſt teaches, but 


upon the interpretation of thoſe words by fal- 


lible 
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üble men? A critical ſkill, therefore, in the 
facred languages, which requires the knowledge 
of other learned languages, is a qualification by 
no means to be diſpenſed with in a: chriſtian 
miniſter, whoſe office will lead him to explain 
both the Old and the New. Teſtament. And 
to {kill in the languages muſt be joined, an ex- 
tenſive knowledge of antiquity, in which I in- 
clude profane, and facred, or eccleſiaſtical hi- 
ſtory, with the opinions of the heathen phi- 
loſophers and chriſtian fathers ; and the know- _ 
ledge of natural and moral philoſophy, As the 
external evidences of chriftianity ariſe chiefly 
from prophecies and miracles, how will a man 
be able to manage the argument from the 
accompliſhment of prophecies, who is not 
well acquainted with the. hiſtory of the na- 
tions to which they relate“? Or, how ſhould 
he preſs the argument from miracles, which 
are interruptions of the courſe of nature,, who 
is not acquainted with her laws? And as to the 
internal evidences of chriſtianity ; how can he 
repreſent the congruity of its doctrines and in- 
ſtitutions with the divine perfections, and the 
reaſon of things, who is not well grounded in 
the principles of ethics, and of natural religion? 
Study carefully, Sir, the works of God in cre- 
ation and providence; for they ſpeak in part 
the ſame language as his written word. Their's 
is, indeed, the divine word that has gone out 
* What ſervice has Dr. Newton (the preſent worthy - 
biſhop of Bri/to/) lately done to the chriſtian cauſe, by an 
happy application of the lights of hiſtory to this point ? | 
through 
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chrough all the earth. A cloſe Rudy of nature, 


eſpecially of human nature, will lead to nature's 
God; will enlarge and exalt the mind, and 
prepare it for judging of the evidences, and 
_ diſcovering the beauty, of the grand ſcheme of 
the redemption and recovery of this loſt worls, 
which God made. The ſtudy of the mathe- 
matics, logic, oratory, poetry, and the Latin 
and Greek claſſics in general, is neceſſary to 
improve the judgment and reaſoning powers, to 
enrich the imagination, to form the taſte, 
and help you to acquire a good method of com- 
poſition, and a proper, yet animated and flow- 
ing ſtyle. There are other branches of learning 
and knowledge, with which it is proper a mi- 
niſter ſhould cult:vate ſome general acquaint- 
ance, in order to attain an extenſive and accu- 
rate underſtanding of the Scriptures ; ſince 
there are references in them to almoſt all the 
ſabjeAs of the arts and ſciences. 

While therefore you remember that the 
Scriptures are to be your daily and conſtant 
_ ſtudy, you will regard other ſtudies chiefly as 
means to facilitate your knowledge of the ſcrip- 

tures. And if there are ſome branches of learn- 

ing not immediately neceſſary to the under- 
Randing of the Scriptures, yet even they may 
be profitably cultivated in a moderate degree, by 
way of amuſement (for ſome amuſement a mi- 
niſter will want as well as other men) and alſo 
as an ornament to your character, and a means 
of procuring you eſteem in the preſent age, 
when a general acquaintance with moſt parts of 
learning 
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learning is ſo common. Your diligence and 
proficiency, Sir, in your academical ſtudies, 
was ſuch as did you credit, and gave me much 
ſatisfaction ; and I am perſuaded you are not 
only ſenſible of the! importance of Jearning, but 
have contracted that taſte for it, that you wall 
be deſirous of making further improvements. 
This you will find highly neceſſary ; as an aca- 
demical courſe can only lay a proper ground- 
work, which ſhould be built upon through life. 

That you may not be at a loſs for time, or 
be tempted to employ too much of it this way, 
1 would adviſe you, Sir, to devote two morn- 
ings of the week, and ſteadily apply them to 
the proſecution of your literary ſtudies; while 
you ſpend the reſt in more immediate prepara- 
tion for your public work. You will richly 
find y our account in ſuch general reading; as it 
will . your thoughts, correct your judge- 
ment, improve your temper, furniſh you with 
a copia of matter and expreſſion, and give an 
originality, variety, and vigor to your compo- 
ſitions; which will be but dry, meagre, dull, 
copies of other mens thoughts, if you confine | 
yourſelf to mere theological ſtudies, and the 
reading of ſermons, with a direct view to re- 
ceive aſſiſtance from them in compoſing for 
the pulpit. 

Thus, Sir, have 1 largely purſued the firſt 
part of the apoſtle's direction, to © take heed 
* to yourſelf,” as a chriſtian, and as a miniſter; 


that is, with reſpe& to your Morals reli. | 


prudence, and /earnng. * 


I 
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It may perhaps have been expected, that I 
ſhould alſo conſider the latter part of the advice, 
&« take beed to thy doctrine, or to your preach- 
ing, and the other branches of the miniſterial 
office. Seriouſly attend to the diſcharge of your 


miniſtry, in ſuch a manner as to be moſt uſeful 


therein ; which may relate to preparation for it, 
and the afual exerciſe of it. But the former 
having taken up ſo much of your time, and as 
what I have now mentioned would open ſo large 
4 field, I ſhall wave the conſideration of it. 

And indeed I look upon it, that what hag 
been already inſiſted on is of much the oreateſt 


importance; that to be a learned, wiſe and good 


man, are the grand qualifications and prepara- 


tives for being a uſeful miniſter ; that the beſt 


preparation for pulpit compoſitions is ſapere, to 
dons BY a your ſubject; and the belt rule for 
delivering them, to feel it. The reſt is to be 


| learnt as other profeſſions are, and is learnt in 


our ſeminaries; where, Sir, you have had 
ample and particular directions, relating to the 
diſcharge of the ſeveral branches of your mini- 
ſtry ; and have profited by them, ſo as to meet 
with much acceptance, and to have the proſpect 


of being very uſeful, And as you have thoſe 


directions by you, for your peruſal, I hope you 
will continue to improve by them and improve 
upon them. And you will do well, Sir, to 
join with them ſuch excellent, printed treatiſes, 
as Mr. Maſon's Student and Paſtor, an ordina- 
tion charge of his, publiſhed in the form of a 
letter to a friend, entering on the miniſte- 

— rial 
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rial office, Dr. Wattss Humble attempt, Biſhop 
Burnet's Paſtoral care, Jennings on preaching 
Chriſt and experimental preaching, the abridg- 


ment of Baxter's Reformed Paſtor, and ſome 


others, which ſhould be always at hand, and 
read fo frequently as to be rendered quite fami- 
liar. For the real uſefulneſs of ſuch rules, Sir, 
you will obſerve, like thoſe of rhetoric and the 
laws of poetry, reſults from their being con- 
ſidered, and digeſted, and applied in our read- 
ing and obſervation of the works, or conduct 


of others, till they form our taſte, give our 


minds and tempers their proper caſt, and come 
to enter habitually and imperceptibly into our 
compoſition or behaviour ; for if either appear 
artificial, it will never be acceptable, 
As a ſtudied behaviour in company will 
be formal and ungracious, ſo he who ſets down 
to compoſe a diſcourſe with a heap of rules be. 
fore him, to be continually turned to as he pro- 
ceeds, may indeed eſcape thoſe faults which 
might make an audience laugh, but I will an- 
ſwer for it, he will make none of them weep, 
he will touch no affections; ſleep perchance 
many may. | 
Inſtead therefore of particular directions, let 
me exhort you in the general; to give yourſelf 
wholly and in earneſt to the work of the mini- 
ſtry, as you have now profeſſed to do; to be 
ſerious, conſcientious, faithful, evangelical 
and practical in your private preparations, and 


in your public miniſtrations; and to follow 


your public labours with fervent prayer fer the 
| = divine 
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divine blefling to give them ſucceſs, and with 


private inſtructions, as opportunities may offer, 


and above all, with ſhewing the influence of 
your doctrine upon your own heart and life, 
If, Sir, you thus proſecute your work with 


. diligence and perſeverance, you will ſave 


* your own ſoul,” and be an inſtrument. of 


% ſaving” ſome, perhaps many of the ſouls of 
c them that hear you.” And do you conſider 


the worth of fouls, of immortal ſouls, made in 
the image of God, and redeemed by the blood 


of the Son of God? And will you think much 
of the labour, ſelf-denial and difficulty attend- 


ing the miniſtry? Will you not readily ſpend 
and be ſpent in ſuch a ſervice? Are you not 
glowing with holy ardor, to be an inſtrument 
in the divine hand of ſaving the ſouls of your 
hearers? eſpecially, Sir, if you take in the 
awful conſideration, that this is abſolutely e- 
ceſſary, in the ſtation and office you have taken 
upon you, to your own ſalvation, Permit me 


therefore, as the concluſion of the whole, my 
reverend and dear brother, to remind you of 


our apoſtle's ſolemn words to Timothy, in the 


| cloſe both of this and of the 2d Epiſtle, and 


to leave them as a ſacred bond upon your ſoul. 


* I charge you before God and the Lord 


« Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and 
* the dead, at his appearing and his kingdom; 


4 preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of 


& ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
s long-ſuffering and doctrine. Watch thou 
5 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2, 5. 
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| | T in all things; efidure afflictions, do the work 
i of a goſpel- miniſter; folfil thy miniſtry,” 
| 7a And T again, O man of God, flee” the en- 
4 ticements of this world, „and follow after 
_ «' righteouſneſs; godlineſs, faith, love, pa- 
Ef % tience; meeknefs. Fi ght the good fight of 
faith, lay hold on — life, whereunto 
bi * thou art alſo called, and haſt profeſt ; good 
118 <« profeſſion before many witneſſes. J give 
1 «thee charge in the fight of God who quick - 
* u eneth all things; and before Christ 79 0 
| | «+. who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed a good 
| «profeſſion, that thou keep this command- 
| ec ment without ſpot, untebukeable, until the 
| 
| 
| 


-. 


% appearing of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, which. 
© jn his times he ſhall ſhew, obo. 75 the bleſſed 
c and only Potentate, the King of Kings, and 
&«& Lord of Lords; who only hath immortality, 
1 % dwelling in the light, which no man can 
approach unto, whom no man hath ſcen, 
| | e nor can ſee; to whom be honour and Power: 
| On everlaſting. Amen.” —_— 


BY 5 +3 Tim. v vi. 116. 


THE END. 
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